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Project
‘Ecology of community: Māori understandings 

and values in relation to spatial data’

•Research aims
– Develop a model and framework to guide successful incorporation of 

Mātauranga Māori within urban and semi-urban developments;

– Develop and draft cadastral legislation to enable Māori land-right 
preferences to be accommodated within the current cadastral system



Vision Mātauranga objectives

• Hauora/Oranga:
Better communities for Improved Health and 
wellbeing

• Mātauranga Māori
Māori values, beliefs and practices informing spatial 
planning and data
Māori land-use preferences recognised and applied



Research significance

• develop an inventory of Mātauranga Māori/iwi 
knowledge frameworks – leading and guiding 
decision-making

• Database extracted from Māori/iwi ecological 
principles – “off-the-shelf” culturally relevant options



Case Studies


